Compound 20 (0.5 mmol) and sodium hydroxide (1.5 mmol) were added to water (8 mL), with the addition of ethanol (2 mL) until the mixture became homogenous. The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 1 hour and then acidified with 5M hydrochloric acid (10 mL) and the solution was refluxed for 2 h. The solution was cooled and the residual organic impurities were extracted with Et 2 O (3 × 20 mL). The remaining reaction mixture was concentrated in vacuo. Recrystallisation of the crude product from EtOH/Et 2 O gave the title compound.
δ H 7.97 (1H, m, NH), 7.65-7.52 (5H, m, ArH), 5.35 (1H, m, CH), 2.87 (1H, m, CH A H B ), 2.54 (1H, m, CH A H B ), NH 2 and CO 2 H signals unsighted; δ C 187. 6, 170.9, 169.7, 136.5, 129.7, 128.8, 128.5, 90.0, 65.5, 33.6. υ max : 1788, 1718, 1445, 1361, 1218 cm -1 ; m/z (LRMS) 249 (M + , 14.3%), 218 (52.8), 197 (31), 190 (83) . A 0.5M NaOH solution (7 mL) was added to the isoxazolone (1 mmol) (36 Ar=2-naphth) and the mixture was stirred at room temperature for 30 min. The reaction mixture was extracted with EtOAc. The aqueous phase was acidified to pH 3 with 1M HCl solution and was extracted with EtOAc, washed with brine, dried (MgSO 4 ) and concentrated in vacuo to give the title compound as a white glass. 
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